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Comrades/Sisters/Men’s Auxiliary and Dad’s.

I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, and a happy New
Year. These holidays are coming up very quickly. Please try to do a good deed
for a veteran and/or their family for the holidays. Deployed veterans families need all the support we can
give them.
Post dues are due by Dec.31, 2009. If you have difficulties paying your dues, please contact a Post
officer. Without a current membership, starting January 1, 2010, club use and privileges can be, and will
be denied.

CLOSED
Our Post is once again forming a Club Board. Thanks to all that have volunteered for this board. We
have some very important issues that need to be attended too, like our roof.
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Sgt. Alvin Jonker Post 2326
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

CLOSED

Try to attend, or at least help out on the December Post activities.
I want to thank everyone that has helped me survive my first six months in office. I never realized
how many people do things, without a lot of thanks that keeps this Post running. THANKS!
As I'm writing this on Nov.6, our Post has many veterans’ activities coming up real quick. I hope we
have a good turnout for each of them. I'll catch a little flack over this from Jerry Tripp, but November 10
is a very important date in America history. It's the Marine Corps. birthday.
Have a safe and merry holiday. Hope to see you at the Post.

HONOR GUARD ACTIVITIES
Full honors funeral for Louis Buron - Ritual team also particiNovember
pated.

The Ritual team, and myself attended a funeral for Lloyd Berwald.
Both Honor Guard and Ritual Team members attended a "Going-Away-Ceremony" for member Joe
Schutle, who is going back to Iraq for his second tour.
Both Honor Guard and Ritual Team members helped on the get together we had at the Post with 33
guests from the Grand Rapids Veterans Hospital.
Burned soiled and torn American flags.
Mr. Dale Henshaw joined our Honor Guard Team.
From all the members of your Honor Guard, have a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS, and a HAPPY
NEW YEAR.
Al Schmidt

NEWS FROM THE CHAPLAIN
The older I get the more cynical I become. One major difference between the great depression and the
great recession is the children. Do you miss the days when a store clerk (young or old) would count your
change back to you? Math seems to a subject avoided by education today. Remember when you spent a
semester studying the slide rule.
OK, Ok, I realize they don't use slide rules any more.
Another thing that gripes me is they don't teach cursive writing anymore. Oh, the hours Miss Clark
spent teaching us to carefully learn to write longhand. Yes, yes I know the computer doesn't recognize
c u r s i v e ,
b u t
d o e s n ' t
i t
l o o k
b e t t e r ?
When I was a kid "outside the box" meant you didn't have a TV yet. Nowadays kids have TV sets in
their
bedrooms
right
next
to
their
computers
and
cell
phones.
My fear that we were raising a generation of robots was shattered last night. At the "Veterans
Day Dinner", last night at the VFW, five young people came forward and read their award winning tributes to the military. Good news, the future of our Country is in good hands. With young people like this
leading our Country. Maybe we don't do business like we used to, but we're still doing business.
Hmm....maybe
I'm
not
so
cynical,
probably
just
older.
The spotlight this month fall on George McCarthy, Jr. George was born in 1921 to George and Marie
(Moll) McCarthy.
George was born, raised and still lives in the Peach Plains area.
George left home to serve in the Infantry in WW11. He served in France and Germany. When the war in
Europe was over they put George on a ship headed to the Pacific. When the Japanese learned George was
coming they immediately surrendered. George is the last WW11 veteran still serving on the "Honor
Guard", and it's very seldom he misses any activity. George married Edna Parchert in 1947 and they had
two children, Nancy and Ed. After Edna passed away George married Edna Merz. If you want to hear
some great stories catch up with George, but don't try to KEEP up with him, he's a whirlwind.
God bless and looking forward to seeing you at the meeting Wednesday, December 2nd

The winner of the Smoker and Frank’s Market
Certificate last month was
Ernie Schroeder
Congratulations Ernie!

LADIES AUXILIARY December 2009
NEWS
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
It’s hard to believe another year has passed but here we are, caught up in the hustle and bustle of
the activities of the season. We are fortunate if we have family, friends and loved ones around us.
Many do not. We may not know them personally but they are out there. We can help them by donating to the many charitable organizations in our community. If you know someone who is alone it
would be nice to pay them a visit.
Once again, the Auxiliary is adopting a needy family through the Salvation Army. We will purchase clothing and toys for the children, and provide them with food for the Christmas dinner.
LOVE, INC has requested donations of warm clothes such as coats, jackets, snowsuits, sweaters
and men’s clothing, clean and gently used or new. They can be dropped off at LOVE, INC, 1106 Fulton Ave. or the Adventist Center, 432 Beechtree St. for free distribution. Many of the needy are families of Veterans or Veterans themselves. These two programs and the mitten tree project and other
things we do give us credit toward our Community Service chairmanship.
We will have a Christmas party for the children on Saturday the 19th of December. They will enjoy
breakfast with Santa and Karaoke beginning at 9:00 a.m. Children ages up to 10 years old will receive
a free breakfast. The public is also invited to attend the breakfast which will begin at 8:00 a.m. Charge
for adults will be $6.00. This is our usual menu of pancakes, sausage, ham, potatoes, toast and scrambled eggs.
We had a really good attendance for the Buffet Supper and thanks are in order for all who donated
food. It was such a nice variety. Thanks also to all who sent in a monetary donation. This was our
annual fall fund raiser which is needed to meet our obligations. Everyone who came seemed to enjoy
visiting with each other.
The Patriots Pen Essay contest had four winners this year. First place was Megan Leete, second
place was Roxanne Strobel, third place was Justin Merriman and fourth place was Madalynne Koeppe.
All were Junior High students. At the Senior High level we had on winner for the Voice of Democracy contest. Nathan Hix took first place. All these winners have been forwarded to the District for
further judging. Winners will then be passed on the the State and National.
We offer our sympathy to Barb and Porter Fletcher on the passing of their granddaughter Julie
Dykstra.
Auxiliary Meeting, Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 p.m.
I want to thank everyone who paid their dues early. We had the drawing for the free year’s membership at our October meeting. The winner was Karilynn Labarge. Congratulations.
Time is going by fast, dues for 2010 are due by December 3l, 2009. Without a current membership
card club privileges and cancer grants can be denied. If for some reason that you are unable to pay them
please contact Meg Young at 616-846-2418.

Come out New Year’s Day from 1—4 for a pot luck. Bring a dish to
pass and join the fun.

